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CCPS Receives Environmental Protection Agency Grant for 25 Electric Buses
Special Ceremony at the Clayton County International Park - Thursday, Nov. 3 at 1 p.m.

JONESBORO – Clayton County Public Schools (CCPS) is excited to announce that it has received a
grant through the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) Clean School Bus Program. CCPS is
one of 389 school districts and other agencies to receive the grant. These are the first awards of the
five-year, $5 billion program created by the Infrastructure Law. CCPS will receive nearly $10 million to
purchase 25 electric school buses and 25 charging units to support the new vehicles.

A special ceremony marking this announcement will be held at the Clayton County International Park in
Jonesboro on Thursday, November 3, 2022. The ceremony, which is scheduled to begin at 1 p.m., is
being organized by the Electrification Coalition, a Washington, D.C. based organization that develops
and implements a broad set of strategies to facilitate widespread adoption of electric vehicles.

“We are excited to be a recipient of this future forward grant,” said Dr. Morcease J. Beasley, CCPS
Superintendent/CEO of Schools. “For years Clayton County Public Schools has prioritized student
health in relation to air pollution and bus emissions by designating schools as idle-free zones. We are
being responsible by doing our part to lower emissions that are accelerating climate change.”

According to the EPA, school districts serving low-income, rural and/or Tribal students, make up 99
percent of the projects that were selected. The award winning districts can now proceed with purchasing
new buses and eligible infrastructure. The EPA is also partnering with the U.S. Department of Energy
and Department of Transportation to provide school districts with robust technical assistance to ensure
effective implementation.

“The district is appreciative to receive additional support from the federal level to continue our efforts of
ensuring all students are provided healthy learning environments and safe transportation within our
district while protecting our planet,” Dr. Beasley concluded.

Responses to questions submitted by the Clayton County Board of Education:

How soon will we see the money? We are in the second phase of the process. We have some additional
action items to complete. We must select the bus vendors and negotiate pricing, then initiate a "Payment
Request Form" from the EPA's website portal. Once completed the vendor receives a Purchase Order.
The money will not come to us, the EPA will pay the bus manufacturers directly.



Will we have to purchase the buses out of the general budget and then be reimbursed? The EPA is
giving us $375,000 per bus. If the vendors raise their prices we may be required to pay the difference.
We are in the process of scheduling a meeting with  manufacturers to start price negotiations.

 How was this grant brought to our attention? Transportation Coordinators and I (Ms. Denise Hall,
CCPS Director of Transportation) attended a Georgia Association of Pupil Transportation conference
(GAPT) where EPA representatives shared information on the grant and how to apply. They also
scheduled a meeting with Directors in Metro Atlanta through our GaDOE MRESA Representatives,
which I attended.

Which department or individual was responsible for filing this application? Upon approval from
Dr. Beasley to apply for the grant, Mr. Ronnie Tillman (Transportation Coordinator) worked with Mr.
Lonnie Smith (Gov't Relations Partnerships and Grants) to submit the application on behalf of the
Transportation Department.

Who are we surrendering the 25 inoperable buses to? The EPA will provide instructions on how the
buses will be surrendered and/or destroyed. We have already selected 25 problematic buses and provided
their vin information to the EPA. These buses can never be used again to transport students once the
electric buses are purchased as their replacements. GaDOE mentioned we may be required to drill a hole
in the engine block and/or scrap the buses if the EPA does not retrieve them from us.

 Will the charging stations and buses be dispersed throughout the district? Yes, the charging stations
and buses will be dispersed between all three Transportation locations. It should be noted that one
charger can accommodate four buses.

EPA Article
https://stnonline.com/news/epa-announces-recipients-of-clean-school-bus-program-rebate-awards/

About Clayton County Public Schools

Clayton County Public Schools (CCPS) is fully accredited through Cognia. The district offers a focused
world-class program based on a challenging curriculum which is taught from pre-kindergarten through
12th grade. Serving over 50,000 students, Clayton County Public Schools is ranked among the 100
largest school districts in the U.S. and is the fifth-largest school system in Georgia.
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